
CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No 1 6—7

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY TO INCLUDE FUNDS IN THE FISCAL YEAR 2016 -2017
EXECUTIVE PROGRAM AND BUDGET TO ASSIST IN THE RESTORATION AND
REVITALIZATION OF THE MOHANDAS K. GANDHI STATUE AND ITS IMMEDIATE
SURROUNDING AREA.

WHEREAS, the Mohandas K. Gandhi Statue “Gandhi Statue” is a
representational cast bronze sculpture catalogued in the City and County of Honolulu’s
“City” art collection and located in Kapiolani Park at Kuhio and Kapahulu Avenues;
and

WHEREAS, the Gandhi Statue was gifted to the City by the Gandhi Memorial
International Foundation and the Jhamandas Watumull Fund, as well as numerous
other benefactors, to venerate the world’s most recognizable figure of the non-violence
movement and philosophy; and

WHEREAS, the provenance of the Gandhi Statue, being sculpted by the artist
Stephen C. Lowe in Staten Island, New York, before its final installation approximately
5,000 miles away in Waikiki, is a testament to the international reach of Mahatma
Gandhi’s message of peace; and

WHEREAS, then Mayor Frank F. Fasi dedicated the Gandhi statue on
October 27, 1990, and since then the Gandhi statue has been a focal gathering place
for the public to commemorate and celebrate the life of Mahatma Gandhi and his
principles of nonviolence, peace, equality, justice and freedom; and

WHEREAS, due to age and exposure to the elements, the Gandhi statue and its
surrounding area are in need of restoration, repair and improvements; and

WHEREAS, The Friends of the Gandhi Statue in Waikiki, LLC “The Friends”
have proposed a comprehensive two phase restoration plan for the Gandhi Statue, as
follows:

1. Phase One: Change the sculpture’s patina to a terra cotta hue and install
three new informational bronze plaques on its pedestal; and

2. Phase Two: Replace the concrete payers that form the base of and
surround the sculpture, add a new semi-circular planter bench, install
overhead lighting, and enhance the existing landscaping.

and
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WHEREAS, at the present time, The Friends have a fundraising goal of $20,000
to start and complete Phase One of the proposed restoration plan; and

WHEREAS, the extensive improvements proposed in Phase Two of the
restoration plan will require a more cooperative effort between the City and The Friends
than Phase One; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that The Friends’ proposed improvement plans will
transform the Gandhi statue by creating an inviting refuge for the public to not only
enjoy the sculpture but also learn more about the life and philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
supports The Friends’ proposed plans to restore and revitalize the Gandhi statue and its
surrounding area, and urges the City to include funds in the fiscal year 2016 -2017
Executive Program and Budget to assist in the completion of the restoration project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council urges the Directors of the
Department of Parks and Recreation and the Department of Design and Construction to
cooperate with The Friends throughout the restoration process; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Director of Parks and Recreation, the Director of Design and Construction,
the Chair of the Council’s Budget Committee, and The Friends of the Gandhi Statue in
Waikiki, LLC, do 4348 Waialae Avenue, #142, Honolulu, Hawaii 96816.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION: _____________________

JAN__6_2016 __________________
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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